
NPO activities form establishment to the present 

December 2019        ● Establishment of NPO (certified from Kobe City on December 18)  

(Purpose stated in the articles of incorporation)  

This corporation aims to contribute to the prevention of food poisoning in Asian 

children by conducting projects to improve environmental hygiene and nutritional 

management for children in Asia, including Japan.  

(Activity field)  

Health / medical / welfare / international cooperation / healthy development of 

children  

● We translated the picture books created by nursery teachers and nutritionists of the     

Hinode Medical Welfare Group into English and translated them into various languages. 

This translation work was done by volunteers from each country. We pasted the 

translated text on a picture book and mailed it to facilities in each country. 

   

Cover of hygiene picture book for infants (English version)   An example of the contents of the picture book 

 

● We mailed a translated picture book to the Thai NGO Duang Prateep Foundation.  

● We mailed a translated picture book to a support group in Myanmar.  

 

January 2020           ● Our purpose of NPO was published in newspaper of Kobe Shimbun, January 31) 

  

                 



February 2020          ● Arrive in Dhaka, Bangladesh (February 3)  

During the stay until the 8th, a public experiment of storytelling of picture books was 

conducted at an elementary school with the cooperation of the University of Dhaka. 

The reaction was good. At this time, I contacted a local NGO and decided to 

collaborate on hygiene education activities in rural areas.  

 ●We mailed the translated picture books again to distribute the translated picture books 

to 20 kindergartens in a traveling puppet show conducted by The Duang Prateep 

Foundation in Thailand. 

 

   

Picture book presentation at a kindergarten in     Explanation at an elementary school in Dhaka, the capital of 

Thailand (January)                             Bangladesh (February) 

 

March 2020            ● At a monastery / orphanage in Yangon, Myanmar, a staff member of a travel agency 

started reading picture book. 

   

Story-telling and hand-washing practice at Ku mar lar ra mar monastery in Myanmar (March) 

 



April 2020             ● In collaboration with the Faculty of Nutrition, Kobe Gakuin University, we recruited 

student volunteers, conducted training on hygiene guidance and nutrition guidance 

over a period of about one year, and devised a plan to start local activities next spring. 

(After that, it was interrupted due to the spread of corona infection) 

 

June 2020             ● Activity suspended due to travel restrictions and suspension of international mail. 

 

August 2020           ● We started production of hygiene picture books and posters for elementary school 

students with the cooperation of illustrator Tomoki Hirooka.  

 

December 2020       ● Picture book and poster were completed and send as English picture books to NGOs 

and supporters in each country. 

                   

           Front cover (right) and back cover (left) of a hygiene picture book for elementary school students 

  

                                 Part of the contents of the picture book 

 



February 2021          ● A military coup d'etat occurred in Myanmar, and volunteer activities were suspended.  

 

March 2021            ● In Bangladesh translation and printing of hygiene picture books were completed for 

elementary school students in Dhaka. 

 

May 2021              ● In collaboration with Sri Lankan NGO SURANGANI, we agreed to create a hygiene 

picture book that suits local life and decided to support bookbinding by an NPO.  

● Distribution of picture books started by door-to-door visit even during lockdown in 

Bangladesh 

     

Distribution of picture books by door-to-door visit (Bangladesh) 

 

July 2021               ● Dairy maker CP Meiji in Saraburi, Thailand distributed posters to kindergartens and 

elementary schools. 

 

NPO asked CP Meiji (Japan and 

Thailand) employees to translate the 

English version of the poster into 

Thai and printed it locally.  

Both printing and distribution were 

done by volunteer activities. 



         

Children washing their hands while looking       A poster expressing gratitude to the NPO 

at the poster  

 

October 2021           ● Bangladesh lockdown unlocked.  

Volunteers distributed picture books, masks, and disinfectant at Alokito Shishu 

Elementary School (55 children), a water-dweller near Dhaka. (October 29) 

 

(Note) In Bangladesh, hundreds of thousands of water-dwellers are locked out of modern society, 95% of whom 

are illiterate. They make a living by praying with snakes and selling traditional medicines and cosmetics. They settle 

river muddy water and use it for drinking and cooking. Local NGOs distributed sanitary picture books, masks and 

disinfectants to the children living here. Currently, children are being educated and participating in modern social 

life. 

    

Masks and disinfectants with the NPO logo created by Bangladeshi volunteers 



   

This activity area                       The ships where the water dwellers live. 

   

Photos and texts posted on the homepage of NGO Alokito Shishu 

The building behind is an elementary school with a stilt. The windows are boarded instead of glass. The walls and 

roof are galvanized iron. 

 

"Translation"  

On October 25, the Society to protect Asian Children from Foodborne disease (NPO) distributed sanitary picture 

books, masks and hand sanitizers at the "Enlightened Children" school in the Bede community in the Munshiganj 

district. This organization is a Japan-based organization founded by Professor Shiro Yamashoji, who has long been 

involved in the education and health of disadvantaged children in various countries of South Asia, including 

Bangladesh. The children voluntarily and happily participated in the presentation ceremony on the school grounds. 

The distribution ceremony was attended by Country Coordinator Jahangir Hossein. We thank the NPO for its great 

efforts and for distributing the books to the children of our school. May all children grow up in a healthy 

environment through proper education. 

 

 



●Presenting picture books, masks, and disinfectants to elementary schools  

(546 students) in Taik Monastery at West Oakyin Kyaung, Yangon City, Myanmar. 

(November 23) 

   

School in the monastery donated by the Japanese government (left) and picture book presentation (right) 

The school is attended by nearly 1000 children and lives in a monastery dormitory on the premises. Children were 

recruited not only for orphans, but also for protection from poor living and conflict zones. Currently, half of them 

have been taken over by relatives due to the deteriorating security of the military coup. Schools and equipment 

were donated by the Japanese government, but there is no further support. The teacher's monthly salary is about 

5,000 yen (50 US$), which is paid equally by the monastery and the government. 

 

 

● Printing of hygiene picture books for elementary school students was completed in 

Yangon, Myanmar.  Unemployed Japanese guides participated in the distribution of 

picture books.  

There was a request for a drug from a supporter in Myanmar, and we have started 

activities to respond to this request. 

 

November 2021        ● Presenting picture books and masks to Islampur Elementary School (60 children) in 

the Pabna district of Bangladesh. (November 23) 

             

 

 

 

Dhaka 

Bhutan 



● Presenting picture books, masks, and disinfectant at Kumirgari Elementary School 

(150 children) in Pabna district of Bangladesh. (November 25)   

        

 

● Presenting picture books, masks and disinfectant at Horizon school (Sweeper 

Community, 60 children and 4 teachers) in Natore district of Bangladesh). 

(November 25) 

     

A literal translation of the Sweeper Community would be a community of cleaners, who are said to be the lowest-

ranked caste immigrants from South India. The population is estimated to be 3-5 million. As the name implies, they 

have been discriminated against and persecuted at the bottom of society as a cleaner throughout life. 

 

 

 

Photos and texts posted on the homepage of NGO Alokito Shishu 

26 Nov. 



"Translation"  

Hygiene education picture books and masks were distributed yesterday by the Society to protect Asian Children 

from foodborne disease (NPO) at the [Enlightened Children] school where children from the Harijan Colony in 

the Natore district attend.  This organization is a Japan-based organization founded by Professor Yamashoji, who 

has been working on the education and health of disadvantaged children in Bangladesh and other South Asian 

countries. The children were willing to attend the presentation ceremony, with country coordinator Md. Jahangir 

Hossain attending the presentation ceremony.  Thank you for the wonderful efforts of the NPO and for presenting 

the books to the children of our school.  May all children grow up in a healthy environment through proper 

education. 

 

● Presenting picture books and masks at Voyrobpur Elementary School (200 children) 

in the Pabna district of Bangladesh. (November 27) 

     

  

 

December 2021         ● Bangladesh volunteers prepare masks and disinfectants at their own expense, along 

with the distribution of picture books.  Country coordinator Mr. Jahangir Hossein 

has contacted us to prepare the mask again for next year. The NPO has decided to 

create a hygiene guidance guide for teachers so that children can understand more 

deeply when teachers read picture books aloud.  NPO asked illustrator Mr.Tomoki 

Hirooka for the painting.  When this is completed, it is expected that hygiene 

education will be facilitated not only by teachers but also by volunteers of the general 

public. 

 

 

In this elementary 

school, there is a fan 

on the ceiling. There 

is a toilet outside the 

school building, and 

there is a hand pump 

next to it. 



January 2022           ●Presenting picture books and masks to 71 no Hatbaria Elementary School (220  

children and 7 teachers) in Shathia of the Pabna district of Bangladesh. (January 13) 

 

 
The classroom is partitioned by galvanized iron plates. There is a hand pump in front of the toilet where they 

 can wash their hands. 

            

● Picture books were presented to 91 Vobanipur govt Elementary School in 

Sujanagar, Pabna District, Bangladesh (200 children, 7 teachers). (January 15) 

 

  After distributing the picture books to the children in the school playground, He explained the picture books. 

 

      Toilet                           , Toilet,                     Hand-wash facilities 

Many elementary schools have hand pumps near the toilet, but there are few dedicated washrooms. At this 



elementary school, there is a washroom under the stairs. However, it is not a clean environment. 

 

This year, we moved from areas with poor hygiene last year to general rural areas. However, since many elementary 

schools have almost no dedicated hand-washing areas, setting up a hand-washing area will be an issue in the future. 

 

● A picture book was presented to 113 no govt elementary school (350 children, 

 7 teachers) in Shathia, Pabna district, Bangladesh. (January 16th) 

 

After distributing the picture books to the children in the school playground, he explained the picture books.  

The blue building is a toilet. 

 

● Picture books and masks were presented to 31 no boyailmari govt elementary 

school in Shathia, Pabna district, Bangladesh(450 children, 8 teachers).  

(January 17th) 

 

A panoramic view of the schoo                       Picture book presentation ceremony 

 

    The appearance of the toilet          Toilet              Hand-washing facilities 



For the first time, I saw a water tank above the toilet and a hand-washing area near the flush toilet at an 

elementary school in a rural area.  It was confirmed that there is a difference in toilet facilities between 

elementary schools in the same area.  In addition, although the structure of the school building is very similar, 

there are differences in the partition of the classroom, the presence or absence of a fan, and the equipment. 

 

●Picture books and masks were presented to 159 no Gonespur govt elementary 

school in Shathia, Pabna district, Bangladesh(180 children, 4 teachers).  

(January 18th) 

 
The school building              A clean classroom with a red desk            Toilet 

(There is a fan on the ceiling) 

 

●Picture books and masks were presented to22 no Vaiyena para govt elementary 

  school in Pabna district, Shathia, Bangladesh (175 children, 4 teachers) 

(January 19th) 

 

Picture book presentation ceremony    Reading at class room           Toilet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



              ●Picture books and masks were presented to 30 no Solabaria govt elementary 

school in Pabna district, Shathia, Bangladesh (240 children, 6 teachers)  

 (January 20th) 

 

Picture book presentation ceremony           Read aloud             Toilet 

                                (There is a water tank and it is flush type) 

 

              ●Picture books and masks were presented to Green Peace elementary school 

in Narsingdi district, Sadar, Bangladesh 

(195 children 10 teachers on shift base) 

(January 29th) 

 

Picture book presentation ceremony 

 

 

       Toilet     Children who wash their hands with a hand pump and drink water 



 

        Travel to the destination by boat across Bangladesh's largest river, Megna 

 

● NPO activities were published in the Kobe Shimbun (Higashiban). (January 29th) 

 



 
 

“Translation” 

Asian countries   Infection control with picture books   

Donated to three countries: Telling children the importance of hand washing 

A former university professor who is an advisor to a general incorporated association in Kakogawa City created 

the picture book for hygiene education to prevent food poisoning that spreads in Asian countries. It plays a role in 

measures against infection with the new coronavirus locally. Originally, the picture book taught children the 

importance of hand washing and how to wash their hands properly and was translated into Burmese, Bangladesh, 

and Thai. In the past two years, about 5,000 books have been donated to schools and orphanages in three countries, 

contributing to the habit of washing hands under the circumstances where it is difficult to travel due to the spread 

of infection and military coup d'etat. 

 Shiro Yamashoji, former professor of Shizuoka Institute of Science and Technology supervised the picture book. 

He is an advisor to the Hinode Medical Welfare Group, which operates nursery schools and long-term care facilities. 

At the same group's nursery school, he created a picture book with nursery teachers and nutritionists to teach 

children how to wash their hands with soap and heat food sufficiently to prevent food poisoning. He uses pictures 

and simple words to read aloud. 

  On the other hand, in 2019, an NPO corporation was established to improve the poor sanitary environment in 

Asia. In Southeast Asia, there are many stalls with unsanitary water surroundings, and there are many areas where 

excrement is drained in the city. And some people couldn't read the letters, so it was difficult to spread the hand-

washing manual. Foodborne disease can kill one million people each year in Southeast Asia and South Asia. 

Therefore, he arranged the picture books according to the local culture and customs and started dissemination 

activities. 

  However, in 2020, coronavirus infection spread. Activities due to travel were stagnant, but a local glue NGO 

acted for the storytelling. In Myanmar monasteries, orphans began to wash their hands, which was effective in 

preventing infection.  A military coup broke out in February 2021. The activity stopped temporarily, but from 

October, picture books were printed in Yangon, the largest city, and a Japanese guides who were unemployed in a 

coup d'etat distributed picture books, masks, and disinfectants to the elementary schools. 

  In Bangladesh, activities began in October 2021, when behavioral restrictions were relaxed.  In Thailand, 

affiliated company of Japanese company is also cooperating in distribution, and the circle of support is expanding. 

Picture books are published on the Internet in Cambodia.  

As the Omicron infection spreads around the world, he said he would like to continue to convey that hand washing 

is the first step in improving the hygienic environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 2022         ● The effect of NPO activities was reported in the online news of 

Jagonews24com in Bangladesh. (February 1st) 

হৃদয়জুড়ে বাাংলাড়দশ রাখা এক জাপানির গল্প 
আমিন ইসলাি জয়ুেল | প্রকামিত: ০৩:০১ মিএি, ০১ ফেব্রুোমি ২০২২ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.jagonews24.com/m/author/amin-islam-jewel
https://www.jagonews24.com/m/author/amin-islam-jewel


 

 

 

"Article Summary" 

Professor Shiro Yamasho, the founder of the NPO, learned that children in rural Bangladesh live in an unhealthy 

lifestyle and decided to teach hygienic habits in picture books to improve this. Jahangir Hossain became a 

collaborator and distributed the picture books to the elementary schools in remote areas. Children at Islampur 

Government Elementary School in a remote area in Santhiaupazila in the Pubna district were delighted to receive 

beautiful picture books and masks, and teachers at Kumilgari Government Elementary School were able to educate 

their children about hygiene. The children said they were excited about the new picture books and masks. The 

principal commented that children will become health conscious by following the books given in Mr. Yamashoji's 

initiative. Collaborator Jahangir Hossain said, "Mr. Yamashoji hopes that children will grow up in good health, at 

least with the help of adults at home and the help of school teachers."  SM Jamal Ahmed, officer of Pubna Sancia 

Upajira Nirvah, said that Mr. Yamashoji is a humanitarian professor from distant Japan and it is wonderful to think 

of the poor rural children of Bangladesh. , He is working on the physical and mental development of the child. He 

commented that if government initiatives and non-governmental organizations move forward in this way, the 

development plan for the primary sector in Bangladesh will be implemented quickly. 

 

 



March 2022          ●Picture books and masks were presented to Private Darul Sunna Madrasa  

Elementary school (250 children 7 teachers) in Mymensingh district, Trisal, 

Bangladesh (March 16th) 

 

 

       Class room           Hand-washing facilities      Toilet 

        (There is a fan on ceiling)                              (There is a water tank above the toilet) 

 

●Picture books and masks were presented to Chor foyzuddin Govt 

Elementary school (200 children 4 teachers) in Bhola district, Monpura (island), 

Bangladesh (March 18th) 

  

 

                              ●Picture books and mask were presented to Sofiq Ullah Academy(200 children 

4teachers) in Bhola district, Monpura (island), Bangladesh(March 18th) 

  

                  Picture book presentation ceremony 

 

                              


